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i The concentrations of L and D-aspartate (Asp) in optic ganglion of Japanese
common squid were 1.83uy mol/g tissue and 1.57u mol/g tissue, respectively. It indicated that the

46.2% of total Asp was D-form.

We also examined the aspartate racemase (AspRase) activity from L-Asp to D-Asp by using the crude
enzyme extracted from optic ganglion. It was found that the AspRase activity was 28nmol/mg h. This
activity was weaker than that of ark shell AspRase.

In order to isolate the AspRase gene by expression cloning, we tried to construct cDNA library.
However, we could not obtain the enough amount of clone number for expression cloning. Therefore,
the construction of cDNA library for expression cloning is future work.
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