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Arrhythmia and subclinical cerebrovascular disease
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The association between an increased supraventricular
ectopic beat (SVEB) and subclinical cerebrovascular disease remains
unclear.We conducted a population-based study of 462 participants who underwent 24-h Holter
electrocardiography and brain magnetic resonance imaging. ESVEA was defined as the presence of >10
SVEBs/h. ESVEA was independently associated with higher burdens of white matter hyperintensity and
intracranial artery stenosis, but not with silent brain infarct. This suggests that the effect of

increased SVEBs on ischemic stroke may partly occur through development of subclinical
cerebrovascular disease.
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