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Rectal temperature-based death time estimation in infants
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This study was performed to improve the method for rectal temperature-based
death time estimation. We introduced high resolution (0.1 ) thermo data loggers instead of
previous 0.5 type, to record rectal and ambient temperature more accurately.

It was difficult to collect enough data, because the number of autopsies had decreased in recent
years in our institution. Particularly in infants, the result was limited to confirm the usefulness
of the method we made for infants before. In adults, the usefulness of our former study was
confirmed, however, the resolution improvement of thermo data loggers did not contribute to
improvement of the accuracy in rectal temperature-based death time estimation. On the other hand,
high resolution thermo data loggers increase costs, therefore, this result is useful for cost
reduction in our future practice.
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