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Brain network in cognitive decline of multiple system atrophy
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MSA is a sporadic neurodegenerative disease characterized by cerebellar
ataxia, parkinsonism, and autonomic failure to various degrees during the course of the illness.
Although dementia that fulfills the criteria set DSM-1V is not a supporting feature, it has been
widely recognized that patients with MSA often present significant declines. However the background
of cognitive impairment in MSA patients remains unclear. So | examined the association between
cerebellar atrophy and functional connectivities related to cognitive performances in patients with
MSA.

I examined the association between cerebellar atrophy and functional connectivities related to
cognitive performances in patients with MSA. My study indicates that the cognitive deficits in MSA
may be driven by decreased cerebello-prefrontal and cerebello-amygdaloid functional connections.
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