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Analysis of the pathophysiology of autoimmune endocrine disease
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This study focuses on elucidation and clinical application of the onset
mechanism of autoimmune hypopituitarism and aims at establishing a research base of clinical
application to diagnosis and treatment from analysis of new autoimmune induced endocrine diseases
cases.We analyzed the cases that caused hypopituitarism due to the tumor, and proposed a new cause
of hypopituitarism "paraneoplastic syndrome". Also, PIT-1 positive cells were analyzed for syndrome
(anti-PIT-1 antibody syndrome) having autoantibodies against the transcription factor "PIT-1" that
specifically exist in the pituitary, and PIT-1 antigen was detected on the cell surface with MHC
class I. We also conducted clinical studies on the frequency of hypophysitis in autoimmune
pancreatitis, which is a representative of IgG4-related diseases.
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