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Analysis of HTLV1 infection dynamics in the ovaries
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Based on the results of an epidemiological study that the prevalence of
seroconversion in HTLV1 infection is higher in women in their 50s than in men, we model Japanese
monkeys infected with STLV1, a mouse and HTLV1 related virus, in order to verify the association
with menopause. We examined the infection dynamics in the ovaries as Proviral DNA was detected from
the infected ovaries by PCR, and it became clear that infected cells were included. In the aged
monkeys, immunostaining revealed that CD3 positive cells, which are the main infected cells, were
concentrated, but no conclusions were obtained that they were associated with infection. Moreover,
the estradiol 17 beta etc. were administered to the mouse and the influence on infection was

examined, but a clear difference was not recognized.
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