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Development of early diagnostic method of severe drug eruption
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There is a technique referred to as “ skin-blotting” to measure the amounts

of percutaneously expressed cytokines by putting the nitrocellulose membrane on the lesional skin.
We analyzed the cytokines such as TNF-a and IFN-y on the lesional skin of the inflammatory skin
diseases and examined the correlation with the degree of skin damages based on the histopathological
diagnosis. We investigated if the evaluation of the cytokines detected by the skin-blotting is
useful for the early diagnosis or identification of the severity of erythema multiforme, fixed drug
eruption, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, drug-induced hypersensitivity syndrome, toxic epidermal
necrolysis, and prurigo chronica multiformis. Then, we detected the differences between the lesional
and non-lesional skins of severe patients.
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