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Commonality and distinction between ASD and ADHD in decision making in social
situations
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The sunk cost effect is the tendency to continue an investment or take an

action even though it has higher future costs than benefits, if costs of time, money, or effort were
previously incurred. This type of decision bias has long been documented in various disciplines,
including economics, psychology, politics, organizational behavior, and biology. We modified a task
exemplifying the sunk cost effect and used it to evaluate this behavior in individuals with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD). We found that the sunk cost effect was lower in the ASD group than in the
typical development (TD) group. The results agree with previous evidence of reduced sensitivity to
context stimuli in individuals with ASD and extend this finding to the context of the sunk cost
effect. Our findings will contribute to a better understanding of ASD and may be useful in
addressing practical implications of their socioeconomic behavior.
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