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We decided to include the internal thoracic artery samples in this study,
because we were unable to achieve sufficient number of cases with right gastroepiploic artery and
radial artery samples alone. As a result, we were able to secure a total of 70 samples from 40
cases. With sufficient number of samples obtained, we were able to use immunostaining to confirm
that immersion in 10% phenol for 2 minutes could remove perivascular nerves.

However, the vessels turned white, inferring that the contractile and diastolic capacity of the
vessels was lost at the same time. The unused portion of the internal thoracic artery did not have
sufficient vessel length to perform tension experiments to determine if physiological function was
preserved. Therefore, it was not possible to confirm whether the perivascular nerve could be removed
while leaving the vessel"s contractile and dilating capacity intact. This remained an issue that
had to be examined by continued experimentation in the future.
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