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Elucidation of the role of MMP-9 and its characteristic dynamics in the
long-term prognosis of transplanted kidneys

Kazuki, Kitajima
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i i i Depletion of renal glands due to progress in fibrosis is a common terminal
image in chronic renal disease. Fibrosis basically follows the course of damage to the proximal
tubular epithelium - EMT (epithelial mesenchymal transition) - fibrosis, whatever the underlying

disease.
In acute rejection cases after renal transplantation, it was observed that the EMT marker a -SMA was

expressed locally around the near tubules expressed MMP-9 during onset and after improvement. This
suggests that transplanted kidneys that have experienced acute rejection have EMT at an early stage,
and that the flow from EMT to fibrosis has already begun to progress, and that MMP-9 is

consistently involved in the process.
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