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Development of a Quality of Life Assessment Scale for Corneal Transplant
Recipients
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A patient-reported outcome assessment was developed for corneal transplant
recipients as a decision-support tool in patient treatment selection, and the reliability and
validity of the instrument were examined. The target population consisted of 261 members of a
patients® association who had undergone corneal transplantation, and data from 106 patients
collected were analyzed. As a result of exploratory factor analysis using the principal factor
method, items were extracted that assumed two factors, "visual function™ and "understanding by
others." The Cronbach"s alpha coefficient was greater than .80, and comorbid validity was confirmed
through correlation with an external criterion scale. One of the characteristics of this scale is
that items such as "understanding from medical caregivers"” were extracted, indicating that the
empathetic attitude of medical caregivers may be important for improving patients® QOL.
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