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I presented at the SLA Symposium on the topic "Influence of Syntactic
Similarity on Adult Learners”™ Sentence Processing." The presentation investigates how Japanese
learners, native speakers of Chinese and Turkish, process head noun preferences in ambiguous
relative clauses. A questionnaire survey and self-paced reading task compared native Japanese,
Chinese, and Turkish speakers. Survey results show differences in head noun preference between
learners and Japanese natives, indicating native language influence on second language processing.
Learners are influenced by their native language when resolving ambiguity, but show partial
similarity to native speakers in global ambiguity. These findings suggest learners are influenced by
their native language while analyzing lexical and syntactic structures in real-time.Additionally,

learners may exhibit processing patterns similar to native speakers of the second language in some
aspects.
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