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A Study of the Changing Image of Men in Postwar Japanese Society through the
Analysis of Yakuza Films
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caring masculinity

By analyzing the changing representation of gender in yakuza (Japanese
gangster) films from the 1960s to the 1970s, this study explores a form of masculinity that neither
dominates nor involves violence against women. As an antithesis to domestic bliss, yakuza films
appealed to men disoriented by and skeptical of postwar social norms. The narratives of the yakuza
genre of the 1960s depicted the conflict between collective loyalty and personal feelings in
relationships between men who were governed by duty (giri) and women who symbolized humanity
ninjo), with duty ultimately taking precedence. In the yakuza films of the 1970s, this conflict
takes the form of desire and freedom being thwarted by duty and humanity. A new Kind of masculinity
could emerge if men embraced humanity.
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