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Biological markers of cancer-associated stroke
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Cancer-associated ischemic stroke are caused by a hypercoagulation disorder
related to malignant tumors. Our prospective cohort study for acute ischemic stroke patients with
cancer have revealed that younger age, increased quartile of CA-125 levels, increased D-dimer
levels, and infarcts in multiple vascular lesions were independently associated with the
cancer-associated stroke. The cancer-associated stroke patients with poor outcome (mortality or
recurrence of stroke during hospital) had increased CA-125 levels compared to those without. Hence,

increased CA-125 levels were useful for diagnosis of cancer-associated stroke and associated with
its poor clinical outcomes. The CA-125 is a marker used to monitor patients with ovarian cancer, but
could be also a mucinous serum marker expressed in patients with various types of cancer.
Therefore, it might reflect to the condition of cancer-associated hypercoagulation caused to
ischemic stroke.
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