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A model to explain individual differences in the understanding of indirect
requests: a reward-based learning perspective

Hirakawa, Makoto
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In this study, a model for understanding indirect requests was examined,
taking into account the feedback from the speakers.
The core consideration was to examine the relationship between the understanding of indirect
requests and learning through social rewards and social punishments. Given the assumption that
understanding the meaning of a request is likely to lead to the acquisition of social rewards, 1
predicted that there would be an association between learning rates and interpretive bias in social
reward-based learning situations. However, the results of the study showed that individuals who were
more sensitive to social punishment were more likely to judge the meaning of the request as correct

in response to ambiguous utterances. It is possible that the interpretation bias to the request is
moderated by the negative response to not interpreting it as a request.
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