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The origins and transformation of the Student-athlete myth that "college
athletes get better jobs than others" are examined by tracing the social context in which the myth
was embedded, describing the most recent trends statistically, and discussing the future of the
myth. Through field research in Western countries such as the U.S., Denmark, the U.K., and France,
we found that the career development of student athletes differs depending on the social context in
which they are embedded. And also, in Japan, sociological data and discussions revealed that this
phenomenon is strongly dependent on Japan-specific employment practices (corporate membership
employment, lump-sum hiring of new graduates, school history, preference for large companies, etc.).
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