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A taxonomic study for fragmental fossils of Anura from the Lower Cretaceous
Sasayama Group
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Abundant anuran fossils including a few articulated skeletons and numerous
fragmentary skeletal elements have been recovered from the Lower Cretaceous Ohyamashimo Formation of
the Sasayama Group, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan. The fragmentary skeletal elements have been examined

the taxonomic assignments on the basis of the osteological study of extant species and
redetermination of detailed characteristics in individual elements of previously reported fossil
taxa. As a result, approximately 60% and 30% of these materials were assigned to Hyogobatrachus
wadai and Tambabatrachus kawazu, respectively, whereas the other 10% remained unidentified.
Moreover, the unidentified remains include two morphotypes of ilium specimens, which exhibited
features different from those of described taxa. The results thus suggest that the anuran fauna of
the Ohyamashimo Formation consisted at least four taxa, and reveal that the species diversity of the
fauna is similar to that of the Early Cretaceous in China.
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