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Anime voice as a sociocultural entity of contemporary Japan
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From the perspectives of linguistics and media studies, we tried to see how
the acoustic quality of the anime voice performed by voice actors is established as a sociocultural
entity which is internalized in the contemporary Japanese society. Our main findings are as follows:

(1) The anime voice has its own unique characteristics in the spectral slope, which indicates that
it contains more harmonic components. (2) To see how the anime voice is being embedded in popular
culture, it is necessary to consider voice actor"s "performance” designing anime characters, anime
fan"s "acceptance (consumption)" of characters molded by voice actors, and "emotional engagement”
that fans feel for voice actors. (3) Other fields of media studies and linguistics such as auditory
culture studies or the theory of sound symbol could provide promising perspectives for discussing
the interrelated nature of anime, voice, and voice actor®s body.
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