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ITagawa Ryoshun®s Kana Preferences in His Own Work and Interpretations of
Classics
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To solve the fundamental problems for the study of writing and notation, a
comparative study was conducted between Imagawa Ryoushun’ s book, “ Itsukushimamoudeki,” and his
transcription of “ The Tale of Genji.” In conclusion, it was confirmed that the preferred character

selections in these materials do not match perfectly. It was assumed that the kana characters found
only in the original manuscript were influenced by the author"s preferences, and those found only
in the transcription were influenced by the parenthetical script. Moreover, Ryoushun systematized
the study of Reizei’ s school of poetry, and cited in his book “ Genjinshu” an example of “ Teika
kana orthography” in Fujiwara Teika’ s book “ Gekansyu.” Therefore, it was expected that Ryoushun
had a high awareness of observing the kana orthography advocated by Teika.However, Ryoushun did not
actually continue to follow the Teika’ s style in his book.
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