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Identifying archaeo-chemical evidence for dairy production in Ancient Japan
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Dairy products have been very important food resource to humans for a long
time but it was difficult to trace its history of use using archaeological materials. Here, this
project aims to challenge this difficulty in Japanese ancient period using noble approaches such as
lipid residue analysis and ancient proteomics analysis. Although it was not able to detect direct
evidences of milk processing so far, mainly due to the small sample size, ruminant fat was
successfully identified. In addition, archaeo-scientific researches on dairy products in the world
were reviewed, including holding an international symposium called "Processing and use of dairy
products in ancient Eurasia - biomolecular archaeology and perspectives in northeast Asia."”
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