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Regearch for constructing basic data system to archive Ainu traditional dance
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This study investigates the current situation of Traditional Ainu Dance,

Hokkaido and Sakhalin Ainu, based on the field research and explores the new approach of record and
transmission for the next generations. In the case of Hokkaido, main members of the association are
aging and they feel anxiety with insufficient human resources, while Sakhalin Ainu are facing with
crisis of disappearing tradition.

For giving a resolution, we produced two types of video as an alternative transmission system under
the key concepts: acculturation and re-enactment. We did the comparative analysis between past and
present to clarify the acculturation and we applied motion capture and computer graphics to re-enact
traditional Sakhalin Ainu dance. Both academics and cultural holders have continued dialogue and
sharing the research results with together. We advocate that such a dynamic process as well as
output could prompt community of practice to revitalize their own traditions for future.
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