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empowering women teachers in building caring learning community
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This study introduced a case of school reform in a public elementary school,
hereon named “ A-school” , in the city of 0, Japan. The study analyzed how the teacher-community at
A-school developed through the school reform. We found out the following: (1) The narrative based

on the dominant culture in ordinary elementary schools tends to emphasize individual classroom
teacher’ s responsibility for students in his/her own class. Such narrative makes it difficult to
develop teacher-community. (2) Counter to the dominant narrative, teachers in A-school positively
disclosed their “ inability” to share their responsibility for their students. (3) The teachers in
A-school realized that being aware of one’ s own “ inability” and asking for others’ help do not
mean givin? up one’ s own responsibility. Instead, the teachers found that they pursued their own
responsibility through continuous questioning of their “ abilities” needed for their students
education.
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