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International Comparisons of Active Learning in Physics Education
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Site visits to major research universities in Asia revealed that physics
departments value the traditional curriculum and teaching. The introduction of active learning in
the discipline is limited to LMS, flipped classrooms, and some student projects. The departments
still focus on the training of researchers.
Today, physics education faces two issues. One is the lowering academic standards of entrants. To
cope with this, the physics departments are working on their own admissions and subject tests. The
other is the rising need to teach physics to non-physics majors. In each case, the traditional ideal
of the nexus between teaching and research is becoming difficult to maintain. For this reason, many
universities set up physics teaching centers or hire faculty members whose main mission is

teaching. Physics is an example of the traditional discipline which faces the reconsideration of its
roles and responsibilities regarding teaching and admissions.
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