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Is perception contagious?: A psychophysics study
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In this study, by using psychophysics behavioral experiments, we tested the
hypothesis that one utilizes one’ s own early brain visual perception systems to infer others
perception. For this purpose, we exploit a famous phenomenon in visual psychology, called “
motion-after-effect” . In our psychophysics behavioral experiments, we first confirmed that
motion-after-effect occurred when human participants saw motion visual stimuli by themselves. Next,
we then found that the motion-after-effect also occurred when the participants infer others
perception about motion visual stimuli. These findings, together with the well-known fact that
motion-after-effect occurs at the early visual perception systems, suggest that humans employ their
own early perception systems to infer contents of others’ perception.
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