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Comprehensive analysis of mouse germ line using genetic barcoding
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During mammalian development, numerous “ germ cells” , which give rise to
gametes (sperm or eggs), are generated. It is believed to be true that only a portion of them
eventually become gametes and generate the next generation. However, it is largely unknown when, and

to what extent, such germ cell selections occur. This study has developed an experimental basis to
address this problem, making use of a newly established technology called “ DNA barcoding” , which
enables to trace numerous cell lineages independently.
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