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HTLV-1 infection to hematopoietic stem cells
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HTLV-1 infects mainly CD4+ T cells in vivo. However, its receptor is glucose
transporter 1 (GLUT-1). We found the same integration sites in the different hematopoietic cells,

indicating that HTLV-1 infects hematopoietic stem cells. The proportion of infected CD4+ T cells
with identical integration sites is 16-35%. More than half of Infected neutrophils exist over one

year. Presence of HTLV-1 infected hematopoietic stem cells is possibly the basis for leukemogenesis

by HTLV-1.
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