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Cultural group selection is a theoretical framework that explains the
large-scale cooperation unique to human society by focusing on the human’ s unique capacity of
sophisticated social learning. Emﬁirical researchers have not thoroughly examined the theory
consisting of a group of formal theoretical models. In this study, we tested the validity of the

logic of cultural group selection through a large-scale group experiment and analysis of large-scale
cross-cultural data. As a result of the experiments and data analyses using Bayesian statistical

models, we found that strategies that benefit the group diffuse across group boundaries in the same
process as predicted by the theory.
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