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Acoustic features of language as social marker: evolutionary backgrounds and
development
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A series of experiments were conducted to investigate the function and
acquisition process of interjections in communication, from a developmental point of view, focusing
on the interaction between the biological basis of, and, cultural and social influences on, human
communication. In particular, the possibility that interjections may function to transmit
intentionality was investigated the task named "Selective Imitation Task" for 4-5 year olds, and we
found that the model act with the Japanese interjective "ei" was selected more frequently than the
act with "a". The results are now in the process of being revised for the journal. In addition to
other paper presentations, the contributor published a book (The Moai"s eye, University of Tokyo
Press) that included related papers and introduced them, as an outreach activity.
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Experiment:

Examined how the impression of others change

reflecting the degree of difference in speech pattern

(accent dl\'L’ksll\ dialect)within a language, Japanese.
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