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Manzai dialogues as social heterophony: Toward understanding the suprasegmental
features of Open Communication
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The research outcomes can be broadly categorized into: (1) recording of
Manzai dialogue data, (2) unraveling the foundations of social heterophony, (3) reexamining Manzai
dialogue through contrasting various interactive contexts, and (4) social outreach.
In (1), high-quality audio and video data of Manzai dialogues were recorded, involving interactions
between two robots and professional Manzai performers. In (2)-(3), the study deepened and expanded
the understanding of Manzai research by focusing on interactional rhythms. Through comparative
analysis with monologue-style performances and diverse interactive contexts, it elucidated the
mechanisms through which various modalities such as language, speech, and gestures cooperate and
deviate, ultimately establishing a certain order. In (4), the research findings were disseminated
through TV programs, public lectures, and training courses, aiming to engage with the wider society.
The research outcomes were summarized in a public symposium.
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