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Creating marine forests that can withstand herbivory
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The economic potential of our regional fisheries communities are in danger
because of the degradation of seaweed ecosystems. One of the most important function of seaweed
ecosystems is providing a place for food, spawning, and growth for economically important species.
We show that biocontrol is a possible means of controlling herbivores to enable the restoration of
seaweed ecosystems. We show that if sea urchins are exposed to predation risk, we can control the
feeding behavior. However, the interactive effects of seaweed growth and predation risk was

inconclusive.
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