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R R OME (J£3L) : To understand the molecular mechanism underlying the
development of metameric structures, we identified several genes required for somite
segmentation. One of these genes, Ripplyl, represses the function of T-box transcription
factors through several ways, resulting in proper positioning of the segmentation boundary.
Furthermore, the interaction between Ripply and T-box factors also appears to be required
for the segmentation of another metameric structure, the pharyngeal arch, suggesting that
a common machinery is involved in segmentation of different tissues.
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