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In the Medieval Ages, exchanges via the East Asian seas were characterized by distinct
features, and products and technologies in China and other developed areas served as one
of the centripetal forces for such exchanges. Products from developed areas brought about a
change in the daily livelihood of the Japanese archipelago and the new technologies were
translated and assimilated into the country. Besides overseas techniques, these also had a
large impact on domestic production and lifestyles, and there were brisk exchanges of
technologies. From these perspectives, this paper sheds light on social breakthroughs and
revolutionary developments of the times in the early 12th century, late 13th century, late
15th century and early 17th century, and re-examines the image of the medieval period
from a new angle, delving beyond the scope of technological history.
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