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We have reconstructed basic theories of spatial economics focusing on the home market
effect in international trade, skill formation of labor and regional specialization in
industries. In particular, we have analyzed the impacts of transportation and
communication technologies on spatial distribution of economic activities. We have also
investigated positive and negative externalities of economic agglomeration in large
metropolitan areas, and discussed on the optimal size of Tokyo metropolitan area from a
various point of view. During the period, we have organized two international workshops by
inviting top-class researchers from aboad.
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