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WFZER S DOBEE (3530) : In the Southeast Asia continent plain zone, self-sustaining farm
villages which cultivate paddy agriculture spread out. As villager’s subsistence strategy in
this unstable natural environment, they depend on rain-fed cultivation, collection, and sale
of various animals-and-plants resources, such as rice, wild plant, fish, shellfish and various
a kind of insect. Economically, this complex resource use guarantees food security, and can
be evaluated as a continuous lifestyle which is in the opposite poles of the large
monochrome culture-agriculture of an environmental impact ecologically. In recent years,
phenomena had strong influence of manufacturing industry, population growth, an
increase in household off-farm job opportunities. The aim of this joint study is to analyze
complex animals-and-plants resources use and their mode of change. These resources
comply a various kind of rice, other crops, wild plant, fresh water fish and shellfish, insect,
which are cultivated, domesticated, collected, or sold. Main study sites are 1) a rain-fed
village on Korat plateau, Northeast Thailand, 2) a rain-fed village in Vientiane plain which
occupies bush/forest partly, Laos. We try to clarify and examine the common feature of
these two areas and its sustainability under the influence of the global market economy by
cooperation with interdisciplinary academic research teams. Furthermore, we tried to
construct to the new theoretical framework which analyzes the correlation of different
exploitation of biomass, and the mutual complement relation of the employment.
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