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A significant paradigm change take place in the domain of the burial, grave and
funeral rites in Japan. The modern Japanese family has continued the tradition the
ancestor worship, and Civil Law of Japan accepted it, but it has become difficult to find
a religious service successor (Atotsugi)in family as birthrates declined at the end of
the 20th century, and the form of the modern Japanese family following traditional
practice began to dissolve. People came to have fewer connections with their local-area
and with family and relative, and hoped to be able to decide to the method of burial and
funeral services by self-will (self-determination) in a society where everything was
available for exchanged as a product in the marketplace. I called this social
phenomenon "individualization in the funeral burial domain".

Funeral services came to be conducted only by families, and the death was not



conveyed to society. Jumokuso (planting a tree in substitution for a gravestone) and the
scattering of ashes became widespread, as the grave became unavoidable for
succession. On the other hand, the number of people was unable to hold a funeral
service increased among the poor and needy. This “Difference” marked in the domain of
burial, grave and funeral rite under the development of the neo-liberalism.

The Law for Burial and Cemetery of Japan provides the burial and cremation, defines
the cemetery as land building the tomb putting the remains or the ashes. In addition,
this law assumes that the graves or tombs should be succeeded to by a descendant and
the family should have the responsibility of their memorial services for the dead
(ancestor). Therefore, the law is unexpected the way of the disposal of ashes in
“Jumokuso” or “scattering” , which are not succeeded by a descendant. “Jumokuso”and
“ scattering of ashes” became widespread, but the administrations have supervised

them. Many people came to insist on "the freedom for the burial, and the way of the

disposal of ashes ", and the law for burial and cemetery hollowed out.
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