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Early modern Japanese thought has long been examined primarily in terms of

Confucianism and Kokugaku. However, it is now believed that religious thought, including Buddhism
and Shinto/Buddhist syncretism, actually played a major role. In order to elucidate the inner
reality, we actively conducted surveys of temple materials and presented and discussed reports based
on the results at domestic and even international academic conferences. Due to the spread of
Covid-19, it has been difficult to conduct sufficient material research after 2020, and academic
exchange at international conferences has been greatly restricted. Despite these difficulties, we
plan to accumulate research results and publish a collection of papers in 2023.
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