(®)
2018 2021

The Research on the Wood Taxa and Material Selection for East Asian Wooden S
tatues

Iwasa, MItsuharu

13,200,000

As the main result of this project, we showed that a standing Vaisravana
sculpture(Tobatsu-bishamonten) of To-ji in Kyoto, made during the Tang dynasty of China and a
standing Buddha sculpture of Seiryo-ji in Kyoto, made during the North Song dynasty of China were
made of lauraceceous timber other than Cinnamomum camphora that grows also in Japan. Previously,
these sculptures were reported to be made of Prunus wilsonii that grows in southern China. This
result showed that lauraceceous timber was selected for sculptures in China at least during the Tang

and Song dynasties and indicated such selection existed also during the Northern and Southern

dynasties. Thus, the selection of Cinnamomum camphora timber for sculptures during the seventh
century AD in Japan probably derived selection of lauraceceous timber in China, and the timber
selection in Japan during that period seems to have been affected largely from that in China.
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