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The study of missionary art, especially in Latin America, India and China,
from the period of the Counter Reformation (Catholic Reformation) to the peak of Western
colonialism in the 19th century, has recently undergone significant progress. In contrast, however,
research on the reception of Western religious art in Japan is still insufficient.

In light of this situation, this study aimed to comprehensively examine the reception of Western
religious art in Japan in the context of the development of international missionary art research.
By focusing on not only missionary art from the late 16th and 17th centuries, and from the late 19th

and early 20th centuries, but also on the ‘ hidden Christian’ art and non-Christian art influenced
by missionary art in Japan, we were able to clarify to some extent the uniqueness of the reception

of Western religious art, and by extension, the singularity of the reception of foreign culture in
Japan.
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