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This project explored the nature of "knowledge" specific to the "novel™, a
literary form that is not just distinct from the "narrative™ but unique to the "modern" era. For
instance, Suwabe, who is the representative of the project, examined the development of American
novels in the 20th century, including canonical and popular ones. In his book, _The Fading
Borderlines_, he presented an overview of various literary genres, by tracing them back to their
origins, and provided an outline of the "knowledge™ embodied in the "novel™ form since the Second
World War.In his following series of articles, titled "Lectures on Raymond Chandler", which is to be

published in book form, he demonstrated the inevitability and importance of the emergence of "

hard-boiled detective novel™ in the age of modernist literature.
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