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By surveying children®s eye movements when viewing picture cards with
audio, we have been conducting research with the aim of clarifying the timing when attention to text

begins and the characteristics of children’ s eye movements. As a result, it was clarified that (1)
the number of times of attention to the letters increased from the fourth grade, (2) the number of
times and time spent paying attention to the letters exceeded when they are not given audio
information, and (3) the number and time of gazing at the letters above the pictures increased.

For top-down reading instruction, we created picture cards in which the timing audio information
was presented at the same time as the picture cards were shown or later, and one in which the
letters’ position was above or below the pictures.
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