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By studying the cases of seaside villages near Wakasa Bay, this study
elucidates the characteristics of seaside villages with complex livelihoods in medieval and
early-modern Japan, as well as the reality of their trade, exchanges, and burdens with nearby
villages and cities. | engaged in historical, geographic, and ethnographic research in the areas of
Mihama Town, Fukui Prefecture (Hyuga, Hayase, Kugushi), Minamiechizen Town, Fukui Prefecture (Kono,
Imaizumi), and Obama City, Fukui Prefecture (Tagarasu, Shitsumi, Yashiro, Hotokedani), exploring the

reality of livelihoods in these areas, including the friction and trade with regional society.
Moreover, | investigated the whereabouts of historical sources related to seaside villages near
Wakasa Bay to read and photograph them. This allowed me to compile a catalogue of historical sources

on Wakasa Bay seaside villages and create a website called “ Research on Wakasa Bay Seaside
Villages” to broadly disseminate my findings.
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