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This research project examined the religious practices of Catholics in
modern Europe by paying close attention to the everyday private lives defined by their religious
mindset and their worldview. Our research group came to the following two conclusions.

First, the religiosity of Catholics was deeply rooted in their everyday practices, such as
rites and rituals. Despite ongoing secularization, this religiosity was unchanged. Second, though
Catholic organizations, groups, tenets, and norms supported people both materially and spiritually,
they also fettered individuals in their private lives and pursuits.
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