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The Urban System of Herculaneum: City Planning and Daily Life Revealed in Sewers
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Cardo V

Analyzing the faunal remains from the sewer underneath Cardo V of
Herculaneum has revealed important aspects of animal use and diet (such as consumption of pork) in
this ancient city. Laser scanning was carried out for most of the streets, the bathtubs and the
glass window of the Suburban Baths, and the mosaic floor and the wooden lattice of the House of
Mosaic Atrium, providing valuable information of their structures or capacities. The existence of
toilets on the upper floors and the drain pipes connecting them with the sewers is also significant
in considering the system of water supply and disposal. Complete survey of graffitti in Ostia,
which could be compared with those in Herculaneum and Pompeii, has led to reintepreting some of them

and finding new graffitti.
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