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The human arrival period and subsequent vegetation change in Eastern Polynesia

Fujiki, Toshiyuki
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Wetland sediments were collected on four islands in the Cook Islands to
reconstruct vegetation change. As a result of pollen analysis, changes in paleovegetation and
increase in charcoal fragments were observed in Rarotonga Island Karekare Wetland about 3500 years
ago, in Atiu Island Aerola Wetland about 1600 years ago and Lake Tilot about 1000 years ago, and in
Mangaia Island Lake Tiria about 1000 years ago. These ages were thought to be the age of human
arrival. However, Rarotonga Island was 2500 years older than the archaeological evidence. In
addition, on Atiu Island, even on the same island, the age of arrival of humans differed greatly
depending on the survey site. In order to determine the age of human migration to the island, it is
thought that it will be necessary to collect samples from several locations on the island.
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