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Long-Time Temporariness and the Quest for Citizenship: A Study of
Second-Generation Asian Gulf Migrants
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This research project has investigated' notions of belongings’ and
experiences concerned with rootedness among the second generation Asian migrants residing in the
Arab Gulf states where the majority of the population are non-nationals, mostly from Asia.lt was
revealed that neither their country of residence that is unwilling to provide citizenship, nor the
parents’ country of origin (country of their passport) where they find security and living
conditions are far too poor, are attractive to many of them as the countries they want to live
eventually. Accordingly, their educational and career strategies are set for acquiring ways to
immigrate to third countries where they can possibly be citizens and lead comfortable and peaceful
lives. These findings will be an important reference point to any country which accept migrant
workers on a temporary basis but with some measures to keep them long-term, by showing what will be
social and cultural outcomes of such migrant labor policies.
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