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This study investigated the process of formation, development, and
transformation (decline) of the worldwide document network established by the Spanish Empire, which
embarked on a colonization project from the end of the 15th century onward, and its reality in
colonial society, from an interdisciplinary perspective based on knowledge from cultural
anthropology, history, literacy studies,etc. In particular, this study focused on (1) the material
aspects of documents produced and managed in the Spanish Empire, (2) the distribution process of
documents produced in various regions and institutions under Spanish rule and the mechanisms that
supported it, and (3) the roles played by various actors in the empire®s peripheral world, in order

to clarify the foundation of the existence of the modern empire from the perspective of document
management practices.
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