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A Study of the Exclusive Defense Doctrine in Article 9 of the Japanese
Constitution: New Security Policy beyond the Right of Self-Defense
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In Japan, the Defense Related Law lifting the ban on collective self-defense
was enacted in 2015. There was a big debate over the right of self-defense among constitutional law
and political science scholars. In international law, use of force is prohibited against another

State in international relations in Article 2 (4) of the UN Charter and the right of self-defense is
a circumstance to preclude illegality of use of force. Under the national policy of “ defensive
action only” not to deploy the Self-Defense Forces overseas, military action for national defense
within the Japanese territory is not illegal because use force against other countries is not
involved. Therefore, exclusive defense policy does not require the right of self-defense in
international law. The right of self-defense allowing the use of force against another country
contradicts the idea of exclusive defense policy of Japan. It is necessary to consider defense
policies without employing the right to self-defense.
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