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Preventing innocents from being convicted: From the view of Social Systems
Science
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The purpose of this study is to analyze the operation of criminal trials,
and to make suggestions regarding the systems necessary to prevent miscarriages of justice. While
comparing with the criminal justice systems in China and the U.S., we identified the issues
currently faced by criminal trials in Japan. We then made several practices and proposals. As an
example of practices, we examined a case of suspected miscarriage of justice in the case of shaken
baby syndrome (SBS) and introduced foreign studies in response. In addition, a symposium was held
with Chinese scholars on criminal trials in which citizens participate, and suggestions for
improvement were made regarding the lay-judge systems in Japan and China. For the public, a public
lecture titled "The Saiban-in Trial: Current Status, Achievements, and Problems™ was held.
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