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"Liberalization” of European Democracies in 1970s: Individualizaion, Rights
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This study investigates the changes in European politics in the 1970s and
1980s by historical research and shows that the changes during this period are not limited to such
understantding as the "emergence of conflicts around the GAL-TAN axis", usual in the Comparative
Politics literature. Issues such as environmental protection and feminism were contemporaneously
independent, and they were not considered to form the axis of political competition at the party
system level. The study also showed the diversity of responses of political forces. Not only the
leftist camps but also the rightist camps were in a period of re-positioning themselves, and in the
process, a trend that would lead to the radical right today was beginning to emerge. The response
strategies of the political actors had an important meaning in the structuring of the issues.
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