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In this study, we used the framework and knowledge of comparative policy
making research to analyze the spread process and the mechanism of Japan®s net zero carbon emission
declaration of municipality. Especially, then Prime Minister Kan"s declaration of the 2050 carbon
neutrality in October 2020 marked a major turning point in Japan’ s climate change policy, including

the introduction of the backcasting method. The spread processes and effects from international

inter-city networks of Yokohama were analyzed. A chain process of vertical and horizontal spillovers
was clarified.
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